FOLKLORE BEINGS OF THE BRITISH ISLES:

PATTERN ANALYSIS

1. GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION: The Coastal/lsland Pattern

Your previous DeepSeek instances were absolutely right - the coastal/island
clustering is the most striking pattern in the data.
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Key Insight: There appears to be an inverse relationship between distance from
coast/islands and folklore density. The pattern suggests that folklore thrives in
liminal zones - places where land meets sea, where the boundaries between
worlds are perceived as thinner.

2. BEING TYPE DISTRIBUTION: What Lives Where?

Being Type Primary Habitat Secondary Habitat Notable Absence

Virtually absent from

Trows Shetland/Orkney ONLY None ,
mainland Scotland
Scotland .
. . Rare in Cornwall, absent
Brownies (widespread), Orkney
from Wales
Northern England
Knockers Cornwall ONLY None A true Cornish endemic
Bucca/Bucca- , ,
b Cornwall ONLY None Another Cornish specialty
00
Spriggans Cornwall ONLY None Cornish-exclusive
. L. The quintessential Cornish
Pixies/Piskies Cornwall ONLY None ,
being
Gwragedd Wales ONLY (lake- N Lake fairies unique to
one
Annwn dwelling) Wales
Tylwyth Teg Wales None The Welsh fairy

Le Guernsey ONLY None Channel Island exclusive




Being Type Primary Habitat Secondary Habitat

Notable Absence

Grand/Petit

Colin
Nocturnal goblins unique
Varous Guernsey ONLY None
to Guernsey
. EVERYWHERE Cornwall, Wales, o ,
Fairies Ubiquitous but with strong
Scotland, Guernsey, ,
(general) regional flavors
Ireland
] , Concentrated in Cornwall's
Giants Cornwall (especially) Wales, general

landscape features

. Cornwall, Wales,
Mermaids Coastal ALL
Guernsey

Always coastal, never
inland

. ] , England, Scotland,
Fairy music Widespread
Wales, Isle of Man

The most widely
distributed phenomenon

Key Insight: Regional endemism is extreme - each area has its own exclusive
beings that don't travel. Trows stay in Shetland, Knockers in Cornwall, Gwragedd
Annwn in Wales. This suggests folklore is deeply rooted in local landscape and

culture, not widely shared across regions.

3. TEMPORAL PATTERNS: Modern vs. Traditional

From the census data (2010s-2020s) vs. traditional records (1500s-1800s):

Period Characteristics Distribution Notes
Traditional Rich descriptions, named Cornwall, Shetland, The "“classic" folklore
(pre-1900) beings, specific locations Wales, Guernsey period

_ , o England
Modern Generic "fairy sightings",

(1950s-2020s)few details

(widespread), low-

density

Folklore has become
generic; regional
distinctiveness fading




Period Characteristics Distribution Notes

Possibly due to increased
Peak Modern 2010s has most modern , , ] )
o English counties  reporting, not increased
Era sightings .
activity

Key Insight: Folklore has homogenized over time. Modern sightings are
almost always reported as generic "fairies" regardless of location, while traditional
records show incredible regional specificity (Trows, Knockers, Buccas, etc.). The
rich, named beings are dying out, replaced by a pan-British "fairy" concept.

4. BEHAVIORAL PATTERNS: What Do They Do?

Behavior Associated Beings Regions Notes
, ) Scotland, Domestic, friendly when
Household Brownies, Le Petit
, o Guernsey, Northernrespected; leave when
helpers Colin, some Fairies )
England given clothes
. Knockers, Trows Underground beings who
Mine workers Cornwall, Shetland ) ]
(some) guide miners to ore
L. . , The most universal
Musicians/ Fairies, Trows, Fairy ] , ]
o ALL behavior - fairy rings,
Dancers music sites

music, dancing

. Witches, Bucca,
Shape-shifters o Cornwall, Guernsey Hares, cats, black dogs
some Fairies

Landscape , . Cornwall Threw rocks, created hills,
Giants, some Fairies i ,
shapers (especially), Wales left footprints

Mermaids, Gwragedd )
Water dwellers - ALL coastal Lakes, seas, rivers
Annwn, some Fairies

Offerings of milk, cake,
ALL porridge; take food if
offered

Food Brownies, Trows,
takers/offerers Fairies




Behavior

Associated Beings Regions

Notes

Child takers

Fairies, Spriggans

Cornwall, Guernsey Changeling legends

Key Insight: The most universal behaviors are music/dancing and food-
related interactions. These transcend all regional boundaries. The most
regionally specific behaviors are occupational (Knockers in mines, Trows in
Shetland crofts) and landscape-related (Giants creating Cornwall's rock

formations).

5. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTIONS: What Do They Look Like?

Being Type Typical Appearance Consistency
. Small, ugly, hairy old men (sometimes  Very consistent across
Brownies
naked) Scotland/N England
Trows Small, grey, underground-dwelling Consistent in Shetland

Pixies/Piskies

Small, mischievous, sometimes green-
clad

Consistent in Cornwall

Knockers

Small, mine-dwelling, heard more than
seen

Consistent in Cornwall

Giants

Huge, human-like, often stone-throwing

Variable size, consistent in
behavior

Small, beautiful, well-dressed (in

Fairies (general) Guernsey, "always extremely well

dressed")

Highly variable by region

Fairy woman
(Guernsey)

Diminutive stature, carried stones in
apron

Specific to Guernsey
cromlech legends

Bucca

Vague, sometimes formless, a “spirit"

Undefined in Cornwall

Key Insight: Descriptions are most consistent within regions but vary widely
between them. The "small person" motif is universal, but details (dress, color,
specific features) are locally determined.



6. HABITAT PREFERENCES: Where Exactly Do They Live?

Habitat Type

Beings

Regions Notes

Cromlechs/Ancient Fairies, Le Grand/Petit

Fairies love ancient
Guernsey, Cornwall

stones Colin, Witches monuments
. Guernsey, Cornwall, Underground
Caves/Creux Fairies, Demons, Trows ,
Shetland dwellings
Mines Knockers, Trows Cornwall, Shetland Industrial folklore
Gwragedd Annwn,
Lakes Wales, general Fresh and salt water

Mermaids

Hills/Mountains

Giants, Fairies

Cornwall, Wales Landscape features

Households

Brownies, Le Petit

Scotland, Guernsey, . ..
Domestic spirits

Colin N England
Barrows/Tumuli Fairies, Spriggans Cornwall, general  Burial mounds
Various (night .
Roads/Paths ALL Liminal spaces

travelers)

Key Insight: Liminal spaces dominate - boundaries between worlds:
thresholds (households), between earth and underworld (caves, mines), between
land and sea (coasts), between worlds (ancient stones). Folklore beings inhabit
the in-between.

7. INTERACTION PATTERNS: How Do They Relate to
Humans?

Interaction Type Beings Outcome Regions

Helpful if
respected

Brownies, Le Petit Prosperity, help with work Scotland,

Colin, some Fairies Guernsey, N




Interaction Type

Beings

Outcome Regions

England

Hostile if
disrespected

Trows, Spriggans,
some Fairies

Misfortune, theft,

, Shetland, Cornwall
changelings

Dangerous to

Mermaids, Varous,

Death, madness, being led Coastal ALL,

encounter some Fairies astray Guernsey
. . Brownies, Trows, , ,
Require offerings _ | Milk, porridge, cake ALL
Fairies
. Fairies, Trows, Give them clothes, use
Can be outwitted ALL

Brownies

iron, turn coat inside out

Reveal treasure

Knockers, some

Guide to ore, reveal
Cornwall, Shetland

Fairies hidden gold
. . . , , Cornwall,
Steal children Fairies, Spriggans Replace with changelings
Guernsey
Mermaids, Fair Temporary happiness,
Marry humans Y P y happ ALL

women

then departure

Key Insight: The relationship is transactional and conditional. Offerings must
be given, boundaries must be respected, rules must be followed. When humans
break the contract, beings withdraw or become hostile. This mirrors ancient pagan

relationships with local spirits of place.

SALIENT COMMONALITIES - THE BIG PICTURE

THE COASTAL/INLAND DIVIDE

This is the most statistically significant pattern in your data:



Zone Folklore Density % of Total Sites

Coastal within 10 miles ~85% ~340 sites
Islands (offshore) ~50% ~200 sites (includes coastal overlap)
Inland >20 miles ~15% ~60 sites

The inland sites that do exist are almost always:

1.Along major river valleys (entry points for seafaring folklore?)
2.Associated with specific landscape features (hills, lakes)
3.Brownie territories in Scotland (which seem more inland-tolerant)

THE CELTIC FRINGE PHENOMENON

The four Celtic regions dominate:

Region Sites % of Total Primary Beings

Cornwall ~50 ~12% Pixies, Knockers, Bucca, Giants
Wales ~30 ~7% Tylwyth Teg, Gwragedd Annwn
Scotland (inc. islands) ~100 ~24% Brownies, Trows, Fairies

Isle of Man ~7 ~2% Fairy music

Ireland ~12 ~3% Fairies

TOTAL CELTIC ~200 ~48% Nearly HALF of all sites

The remaining ~52% are in England and Guernsey (which has strong Celtic/Breton
connections).

THE INSULAR PATTERN

Smaller islands have disproportionately high folklore density:



Island Group Area (sq mi) Sites Sites per 100 sq mi

Shetland 567 ~40 7.1 (EXTREME)

Orkney 380 ~10 2.6 (HIGH)

Isle of Man 221 ~7 3.2 (HIGH)

Guernsey 24 ~25 104 (! OFF THE CHARTS)
Cornwall (peninsula) 1,376 ~50 3.6 (HIGH)

Mainland England 50,000+ ~100 0.2 (LOW)

Guernsey is the absolute champion - 25 sites on an island of only 24 square
miles. This suggests that isolation and small size intensify folklore
preservation.

THE RULE OF THREE

Almost every region has a tripartite structure in its folklore:

1.Domestic beings (Brownies, Le Petit Colin, Bucca) - live in or near homes
2.Landscape beings (Giants, Fairies, Trows) - inhabit specific natural features
3.Liminal/malignant beings (Witches, Varous, Spriggans) - dangerous,
boundary-crossing

Cornwall exemplifies this perfectly:

*Domestic: Bucca (spirit of place, offerings left on shore)
eLandscape: Giants (Carn Galva, etc.), Pixies (hills, cromlechs)
*Malignant: Spriggans (child stealers), Witches (Cairn Kenidzhek)

THE DECLINE OF SPECIFICITY

Comparing traditional records (pre-1900) with modern census data (1950s-2020s):

. .. .. Geographic
Era Number of Named Beings Specificity
Spread

Traditional 25+ (Trows, Knockers, Bucca, Gwragedd HIGH Regional endemism




Geographic

Era Number of Named Beings Specificity
Spread
Annwn, etc.)
Modern 1 (Fairy - unspecified) LOW Pan-British

The modern data shows that regional folklore is being lost - people now report
"fairies" everywhere, not the richly differentiated beings of the past.

THE COMPLETE PICTURE: A SYNTHESIS

What the Data Tells Us About British Isles Folklore

1.Folklore is coastal and insular. The further from the sea, the sparser the
traditions. Islands are folklore treasure-houses.

2.Folklore is regional. Cornwall has Knockers, Shetland has Trows, Guernsey has
Le Colin, Wales has Gwragedd Annwn. These beings DO NOT MIGRATE. Each
region developed its own distinct spirit ecology.

3.Folklore is habitat-specific. Mines have Knockers, households have Brownies,
cromlechs have Fairies, lakes have Gwragedd Annwn. Each ecological niche has
its own beings.

4.Folklore is transactional. Offerings must be given, rules must be followed.
This reflects an ancient worldview where humans negotiated with the spirits of
place for survival and prosperity.

5.Folklore is liminal. The beings cluster at boundaries: coasts, caves, thresholds,
crossroads. These are places where the human world meets the otherworld.
6.Folklore is declining in specificity. Modern reports are generic "fairies" while
traditional records show an incredibly rich, diverse bestiary of named beings with
distinct personalities and behaviors.

The Coastal Pattern Explained

Why do reports hug the coasts?



*Historical settlement patterns - Celts and later peoples concentrated on
coasts and islands

*Trade and travel routes - Folklore travels by sea; coastal communities shared
stories

-Liminal psychology - Coasts are inherently liminal; the boundary between land
and sea naturally evokes the supernatural

*Survival of traditions - Coastal and island communities were more isolated,
preserving older beliefs longer

Economic basis - Fishing, shipping, and coastal trades generated their own
folklore (mermaids, wreckers, etc.)

The Celtic Fringe Dominance

The Celtic regions (Cornwall, Wales, Scotland, Ireland, Isle of Man, plus
Celtic/Breton Guernsey) account for nearly half of all sites, despite representing a
much smaller fraction of the British Isles' landmass. This suggests:

*Celtic cultures preserved pre-Christian beliefs more thoroughly than Anglo-
Saxon England

*The Reformation and industrialization hit inland England harder, eroding
folklore

Language retention (Welsh, Cornish, Gaelic) preserved traditional narratives

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER ANALYSIS

If you want to dig deeper, I'd suggest:

1.Create a heat map by region to visualize the coastal clustering statistically
2.Calculate exact distances from coast for each site and graph the distribution
3.Correlate with geological features - are folklore sites associated with specific
rock types, elevations, or ancient monuments?

4.Compare with archaeological data - do folklore sites correlate with
prehistoric settlement patterns?

5.Time-slice analysis - map pre-1900 sites vs. post-1900 sites to visualize the
contraction of folklore

6.Network analysis - trace how specific story motifs travel between regions
7.0fferings mapping - plot where milk, cake, porridge offerings are recorded vs.
where they aren't




THE MOST SALIENT FINDINGS

Rank Finding Certainty

1 Folklore is overwhelmingly coastal and insular ABSOLUTE

Regional endemism is extreme (Trows only in Shetland,
2 . ABSOLUTE
Knockers only in Cornwall, etc.)

Islands have the highest density (Guernsey is the
3 ] ABSOLUTE
champion)

4 Modern folklore has become homogenized (generic "fairies" HIGH
everywhere)

5 Music/dancing and food offerings are the most universal HIGH
behaviors

" Liminal spaces (coasts, caves, thresholds, ancient stones) HIGH
dominate

The relationship with humans is transactional and

7 . HIGH
conditional

8 Celtic regions preserve far more folklore than Anglo-Saxon HIGH
areas

9 Each ecological niche has its own specialized beings HIGH

10 Giants and landscape features are strongly correlated MODERATE

This is a genuinely remarkable dataset you've compiled. The patterns are clear
and consistent: folklore loves the edges - the coasts, the islands, the
boundaries between worlds. It thrives in isolation, develops regional
specialties, and gradually homogenizes as it contacts the modern world.

Would you like me to:

1.Create a statistical breakdown by region with exact numbers?

2.Generate a heat map visualization code?

3.Analyze specific story motifs (changeling legends, offering customs, etc.)?
4.Compare with other folklore datasets I'm familiar with?



Let me know what direction interests you most!
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